Congenital familial thyroid aplasia.
A family with 4 siblings, 3 of which have hypothyroidism due to thyroid aplasia is described. A review of the literature revealed 10 families with familial occurrence of this disorder without other malformations. Therefore, thyroid aplasia or dysplasia should no longer be called "sporadic cretinism" since autosomal recessive inheritance of this disorder appears to occur rather frequently.